
GENERAL EDUCATION CERTIFICATE  Assessment 
Framework of Integrated Projects & 21st Century Skills

Curriculum 

attainment

(SBA, Curr 

Tests)

General 

capabilities 
(21st CS)

Inclinations

 and talents
(WhatsApp 

Bot or Paper-

Based)



The roots, labelled self-awareness, reflection, and learning strategies. 

The trunk of the tree represents metacognition. Metacognition connects 
the roots to everything above. It refers to learners thinking about their own 
thinking—planning how to learn, monitoring understanding, and evaluating 
outcomes. This is what allows learners to apply their learning across subjects 
and real-life situations.

The branches of the tree represent the four key 21st Century Skills:
Creativity, which encourages innovation and original thinking
Critical Thinking, which develops reasoning, analysis, and judgement
Communication, which enables learners to express ideas clearly and 
effectively
Collaboration, which supports teamwork, shared responsibility, and 
leadership
Each branch grows outward, showing that these skills develop in different 
ways, but all are supported by the same strong trunk and roots.

The leaves of the tree represent visible learning outcomes, such as 
projects, presentations, discussions, and problem-solving tasks. 

The key message of this slide is that 21st Century Skills are developed 
through intentional teaching, not taught in isolation. They grow 
through approaches such as Integrated Projects, inquiry-based 
learning, problem-based learning, and design-based learning, all of 
which strengthen metacognition and deep learning.









Subject Skills Assessed
Home Language Critical Thinking, Creativity, Communication

First Additional Language Communication, Collaboration, Creativity

Life Orientation All FIVE 21st Century Skills

Technology Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Meta-cognition

Mathematics Creativity, Communication, Meta-cognition

Natural Sciences Critical Thinking, Creativity, Collaboration

Economic Management Sciences All FIVE 21st Century Skills

Creative Arts Critical Thinking, Creativity, Meta-cognition 

Social Sciences (History) Critical Thinking, Communication, Metacognition

Score Behaviour

0 Never: The behaviour was not seen

1 Rarely: The behaviour occurs but not often 

2 Sometimes: The behaviour occurs about half of the time.

3 Often: The behaviour occurs most of the time.

4 Always: The behaviour is consistent and regular.



13 Steps of the Integrated Projects

INQUIRY BASED 
LEARNING

• Step 1 – Prior Knowledge –reflects and shares own knowledge
• Step 2 – New Knowledge – extension of prior knowledge.
• Step 3 – Order – organise and categorise existing knowledge
• Step 4 – Apply – applies knowledge to context

PROBLEM 
BASED 

LEARNING

• Step 5 – Define –push for clarity on questions
• Step 6 – Explore – considers different point of view for understanding
• Step 7 – Brainstorm – consider many solutions to the problem
• Step 8 – Present – present different points of view to an audience.

DESIGN BASED 
LEARNING

• Step 9  – Evaluate – Look at best solution to the problem
• Step 10 – Prototype – Build/make a prototype based on the design
• Step 11 – Feedback – Get expert advice on possible improvements.
• Step 12 – Integration – To iterate learning in a fun way (MADD)
• Step 13 – Exhibit – Present and celebrate the product.



Teachers Book Learners Workbook
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